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This seminar aims to explore the role of gratitude in Western intellectual history, tracing its
trajectory through the words of some of the most influential philosophers and political thinkers,
from the classical analyses of Seneca and Cicero to the modern theories of Hobbes and Kant.
This seminar invites the audience to compare these Western perspectives with their own
cultural traditions.

Diego Lazzarich is Professor of History of Political Thought. He teaches History of Political Thought and Political
Theory in B.A., M.A, and Ph.D. courses at the University of Naples “L’Orientale”, in Italy. His main research themes
are: war in history of Modern political thought; the history of the concept of gratitude and its relation with Western
political theories from ancient to modern times, in a global perspective. On these themes he has published several
academic articles and three books: Guerra e pensiero politico. Percorsi novecenteschi 2008; Stato moderno e diritto
delle genti. Vattel tra politica e guerra, 2016; Gratitudine politica I: dall’eta classica al Medioevo, 2019 (part 1 of his
research on political gratitude).
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